
LANDSCORE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Curriculum Plans for Parents – Spring Term 2019 – Team 3 – Years 5 and 6 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back to a new term and a new year. We hope you all had a lovely Christmas and thoroughly enjoyed 

the time. 

 

This term we will be designing a Rainforest model to display to you for our open afternoon – date to be 

confirmed on a newsletter soon. You will receive a letter about our Eden Project trip we have arranged for the 

children. It will be a fantastic experience for the children. 

This term we are also taking part again in the Learning Community Music project which ends with all 

participating schools performing at the Great Hall at Exeter University. Again, your child will come home with 

information about this in the near future, when we have received details from the organisers. 

 

The term Year 6 will have revision homework in preparation for their upcoming tests in the form of a booklet, 

Year 5 will have regular spellings to practise. Plus, encouraging your Year 5 or 6 child to regularly read a 

variety of books, including their Accelerated Reader ones, helps in a whole host of ways with their learning at 

school and making sure your child can rapidly recall random multiplication facts is incredibly helpful in lots of 

areas of maths. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Howard Williams, Daniel Rees and Kate King 

  

Below are details of the work we will be doing this term and how you can help with your child’s learning. 

 

English 

 

In English we will be focusing on Narrative writing and describing setting, character and 

atmosphere. As always, we will be learning about different aspects of grammar and 

punctuation and ensure that this is taught, and discussed, in all areas of the curriculum; this 

enables the children to apply their learning in different subject areas e.g. The children will be 

writing a recount of the Eden Project trip.  During spelling lessons children will be learning 

their Year 5/Year 6 spelling rules and words. We will be teaching your children to improve 

their reading skills (comprehension and inference) during a weekly guided session and during 

Accelerated Reading. 

  

How you can 

help 

Encourage your child to read for at least 20 minutes a day at home and have his/her 

Accelerated Reader book in school every day. Support your child with their homework and 

ask them to explain their work to you. 

Year 6 Homework: See letter sent home on Friday 6th January. 

  

Mathematics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In Maths this term we will be developing our calculation skills including selecting the most 

appropriate methods for the calculation. Regular practice of these methods is essential in 

order for them to be used quickly and effectively in both year 5 and 6. The new curriculum 

requirements expect children to be able to use long multiplication and division – methods that 

the children need to become increasingly confident with. There are additional copies of the 

calculation approaches used with your children, which can be found with your child’s class 

teacher.  

Calculation methods will be practised in context and will see the children having to study a 

question before selecting the steps that need to be taken.  

We will be exploring the properties of number and shape, including using the most 

appropriate vocabulary to identify numbers, including prime numbers, square numbers and 

triangular numbers. We will be learning about fractions, decimals and percentages, as well as 

understanding ratio and proportion. Times tables and key number facts remains an important 

area for many children to still develop. By this stage we would expect children to know all 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How you can 

help 

times table facts (up to 12x12) and the division equivalents. Rapid recall is essential, as is 

your child’s ability to use the facts in a range of ways. When working with your child, it 

would be good to learn the fact e.g. 5 x 7 = 35 and then apply it in different ways e.g. 50 x 7 

= 350 or 0.5 x 7 = 3.5. It is also essential that your child is able to use the division equivalent; 

35 ÷ 7 = 5. Without a secure grounding in this area, much of the mental calculation work and 

other key skills become additionally challenging. We will also be developing our reasoning 

skills where the children will be encouraged to explain choices and thinking in advance of 

tackling a problem. 

 

Discuss your child’s learning targets with them and encourage them to work towards areas 

of development that have been identified in their classroom work. Wherever possible give the 

children opportunities to see maths applied outside of the classroom, for example through 

cooking, finance and household tasks.  

For Year 6, please ensure that your child completes the weekly homework tasks and 

encourage them to practise skills they struggle with (there is a wealth of help available 

online). A separate letter covering the year 6 homework requirements has been sent (please 

ask if your copy didn’t make it).  

For Year 5, it is very important that your child is confident with their times tables and so 

regular practice is essential. Using times tables is an integral part of every maths session.  

 

 

Science 

 

 

 

 

How you can 

help 

 

 

ICT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How can you 

help 

 

 

 

 

Science work will include work on Evolution and Inheritance and on the Earth, Sun 

and Moon. The children will be looking at how animals, including humans have 

evolved over time and the reason for doing this. Plus how our solar system works 

together. 

 

Encourage your child to think about the world around them. This website also give 

the children some information on the topic of Evolution: 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z3pp34j/resources/2  

 

In Year 6, ICT will involve the creation of a website based on our topic, recognising 

the features of a good page design and presenting information clearly through links 

and different pages. Year 5 will be focusing on using Excel to create spreadsheets 

and identify incorrect data. We will be exploring the benefits of using a program to 

help budget and total costings and understand the importance of entering the correct 

data and formulae into cells to aid data analysis. 

 

Encourage your child to evaluate website designs and the usefulness of a clear layout (year 

6). It would be useful to discuss the importance of budgeting with your child and look at 

reading information and evaluating data from spreadsheets and tables where possible. 

  

Topic / DT In topic we will be studying the Rainforest. They will be studying the human and physical 

geography of South America and its rainforest regions. In DT the children will be designing 

and making dioramas of a specific layer of the Amazon rainforest to showcase in the Open 

Afternoon. 

 

How you can 

help 

Research about the Rainforest at home. Talk to your child about the Eden Project trip and 

look on the Eden Project website. 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/topics/z3pp34j/resources/2


 

 

Music 

 

 

 

We will be continuing to develop our singing and performance skills by working towards the 

Crediton Learning Community Singing Event which will be held in March at the University 

Great Hall in Exeter. As mentioned, more details about this event will follow. In Music this 

term the children will be studying STOMP. They will be learning about rhythm, composition 

and performance as they learn STOMP routines and compose their own. 

 
 

How you can 

help 

 

 

PE 

 

Encourage your children to widen their music listening tastes, including listening to the 

music of Mesoamerica. Any opportunities to listen to drumming music, which includes subtle 

changes of dynamic, tone and texture would be beneficial.  

 

This term the children will be developing their skills in Gymnastics and Dance.  
 

How you can 

help 

 

Please ensure that your child has the correct P.E. kit at school. (Mr. Williams – Wednesday 

& Friday, Mrs King and Mr Willcox - Monday & Friday)  This should be in a clearly 

labelled bag and should be left in school during the week. Children should have a plain blue 

or white t-shirt, separate pair of trainers and shorts/tracksuit bottoms in the colder months. 

In the interests of safety, jewellery must not be worn and long hair must be securely tied back. 

If there is medical reason that your child cannot take part in a PE session, can you please 

ensure that a letter is provided explaining the reasons for not participating. Thank you for 

your support in this area. 

 
French The children will be developing their French conversation skills by learning how to talk 

about school instructions, pencil case objects, clothes, food and weather. We will also be 

consolidating vocabulary skills by writing a simple weather report. 
 

How you can 

help 

 

 

If you are able to speak French at any level, encourage your child to practice what they are 

learning at home. Draw comparisons between French and English words and how similar 

they sometimes are. If you are not confident in French, encourage your child to talk to you 

about what they are learning in school in this subject. 

 
Art 

 
In Art, the children will have a mini project based on an Eden Project art residency of British 

artist John Dyer and Amazonian Indian artist Nixiwaka Yawanawá titled 'Spirit of the 

Rainforest' 

 
How you can 

help 

 

Look at the Eden Project website following this link: 
http://www.edenproject.com/visit/whats-on/spirit-of-the-rainforest-art-project 

 
PSHE In the Spring term the children will be looking at two modules – The World of Drugs and 

Going for Goals. These sessions will encourage the children to explore issues and to think 

about their responses. The children will be reflecting on the actions of others and will be 

evaluating choices made. These modules will require the children to think about what it is 

that makes them special and unique and to think about the stages that are required when we 

set goals for ourselves. These sessions will be supported by themed whole-school assemblies. 

 
How you can 

help 

 

Discuss the impact of what people choose to put in their bodies. Plus, how to attempt a 

challenge and the difficulties that may arise when undertaking that challenge. 

  

  

 

http://www.edenproject.com/visit/whats-on/spirit-of-the-rainforest-art-project

