
 
 
Curriculum Plans for Parents – Autumn Term 2018 
Team 3 – Years Five and Six 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

We would like to extend a warm welcome back to you all and especially to those of you who are new to the Team 

3 corridor, including some of our new adults who have joined us upstairs! For our year 6, this term represents the 

beginning of their final year in primary education, when they are the eldest children in the school, experiencing 

the responsibilities and enjoying the privileges of this position. For many year 5s it is their first experience of 

being ‘upstairs’ and a great opportunity to learn the ropes before becoming a year 6 themselves. All of us in Team 

3 look forward to trying to deliver interesting, challenging, engaging lessons across the subjects that we will be 

teaching your children. 

We always appreciate your help and support with the work we are doing with your child in school, and would ask 

that you continue to help us with homework tasks in Team 3. In Year 5 and 6 the children will have a weekly 

times tables test to learn for and weekly spellings to practise, again for a test later on in the week. In addition to 

this they should be aiming for at least 20 minutes of reading at home which is invaluable to learning spellings, 

grammar and, above all, enjoying the excitement and knowledge that books can offer. 

Below are the areas we will be covering in certain subjects and ways in which you can help. Above all, talk to 

your child about their day and what they have been learning. All research shows that parents showing an interest 

in their children’s education, just by having a ten minute chat with your child about their work that day, can help 

recall skills and facts they have learnt and, crucially, help them realise how important learning in school is.  

If you have any concerns at all, then do drop in after school and speak to us or arrange a meeting through the 

office staff if you want a longer chat. Please don’t leave it until parent evenings.  

Wishing you all a great term. 

 

 

 

 

Howard Williams  

 

English This term Year 5 and 6 children will be learning about Reports and Journalistic Writing, Poetry, 

Instructions and Explanations. There will also be the usual spelling lessons and grammar sessions 

taught explicitly throughout the week, with weekly spellings given to the children to practise at 

home. 

How you can 
help 

Continue to encourage your child to read across a wide range of genres, ensuring your child reads 

their AR book regularly and has it in school every day for reading sessions in class. Your child will 

also get regular spellings to practise at home. 

  

Mathematics 
 

This term we will be continuing to consolidate and then develop existing skills, while also thinking 

ahead to prepare the Year 6 children for their transition into secondary school. We will be continuing 

to develop more fluent and confident calculation skills whilst developing their reasoning skills. Your 

child will be asked to demonstrate a wide range of problem solving skills and apply their skills in 

real life situations.  

How you can 
help 

Continue to provide your child with as many ‘real’ mathematical experiences as possible. The 

children have developed a number of excellent skills throughout the year and would benefit from 

using them wherever possible e.g. measuring your new carpets or calculating how much wallpaper 

is needed! Ask your child to recite their times-tables and throw them random times-table questions 

now and then. 
  

Science This term in class we will be working on the topics of ‘Light’ and ‘Electricity’. 

How you can 
help 
 

Alert your children to any scientific discoveries in the news. Discuss different sources of light. Think 

about how light changes directions and how we see different colours. Discuss with children how to 

be safe with electrical equipment and think about how you can change the brightness of bulbs or 

sound of buzzers. 

 

 

 
 



  Topic Topic work will be around Ancient Egypt this half-term. We will look at the geography of the area, 

the timeline including key events and other aspects like Gods and the validity of artefacts. 

  How you can   
  help 

A visit to the library is always a good idea. Also, looking on the BBC Bitesize website or iPlayer to 

find information or Horrible Histories videos about Egyptians. 
 

  Computing Each week this term we will be looking at how to use technology and the internet safely. We will 

also each be choosing an area of ancient Egyptian life to research. We will then learn how to put 

together an exciting presentation using Power Point. After the half term we will be using Scratch to 

make animations and develop our programming and debugging skills.  

  How you can   
  help 

It is always useful to discuss with your child how the internet can be a useful tool but the downfalls 

of using the internet too and how emails and texting can be useful but what to do if they receive 

something inappropriate. As always, LOLA has a great section in Computing titled CEOPS Cyber 

Café and Click CEOPS and this is also a useful website: www.childnet.com 
 

  

Music 
 

Whole Class Ensemble Tuition (WCET) – Pocket Trumpets. We will be learning the basics on the 

trumpet, using Joseph Haydn’s ‘Trumpet Concerto (3rd Movement)’ for inspiration, one of the BBC 

Ten Pieces. This will also give us the opportunity to brush up on reading musical notation and recap 

some key musical elements (dynamics, tempo, duration and pitch). We will also be learning a few 

seasonal songs. 

How you can 
help 
 

Research information on Joseph Haydn to share with the class. Design a poster or leaflet to display 

in the Music Room or visitors. 

  

PE In PE this half-term we will be playing football and TAG rugby, focusing on skills such as passing 

and then learning how to defend and attack in different situations. 

How you can 
help 

Provide children with opportunities to practice the skills they have learnt in school using a ball. 

Also, encourage your child to be as active as possible when at home and take your family for a bit of 

exercise! 
  

French This term we will be learning how to say names, greetings, family members, numbers and ages. 

How you can 
help 

Share any French you know with your children. Find similarities/ links between French and other 

languages. 
  

Art 
 

The Art this term will be focused on sculpture using clay to make ancient Egyptian sarcophagi. We 

will also be using our drawing skills in other areas across the curriculum. 

How you can 
help 

Look at on the internet and discuss some of the designs and shapes Egyptians used. 

  

PSHE This term we will be looking at health and well-being.  

How you can 
help 

Identify and encourage children to make choices that positively help their health and wellbeing. Discuss 

how we keep ourselves safe at school, at home and online. Talk about the changes that we go through as 

we grow up and set goals for ourselves. Point out places and people where we can get help and 

encourage sensible phone use. 

 

RE This term’s unit is titled ‘Beliefs and Questions’ and takes the Jewish faith as its focus. The children 

will explore the key features of Judaism including synagogue worship, the Shabbat and Passover 

meals as well as how the faith has developed during and since the Holocaust. 
 

How you can 
help 

Talk to your child about differing beliefs and how people are sometimes treated unfairly as a result 

of their religious beliefs or race. 
 

 
 


