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Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Welcome back to what will be a very busy and hopefully warm, term. 

 

This term our topic is ‘Home and Away’ with a focus on comparing life in Crediton with life in Australia, as detailed 
in our outline overleaf.  If you have any photos, books or things to share about life in either location, we would 
like to invite you to bring them in to enrich our topic work.  

We are hoping to go ahead with our trip to The World of Country Life, as outlined in a recent letter.  The trip is 
planned for Friday 8th June and will support our work of comparing animals in the UK with animals in Australia. 

During the term the Year Two children will be doing their end of Key Stage 1 national tests - week beginning 
Monday 21st May. The Year One children will also be doing their Phonics Screening Assessments the week 
beginning 11th June.  

We would be very grateful if you could continue to listen to your child read as much as possible.  If you have any 
spare time and would like to volunteer to support reading in school, please speak to your child’s class teacher. 

If you wish to talk to us, we are usually available in our classrooms in the mornings before registration. 
Alternatively, we would be happy to make an appointment to see you at a mutually convenient time. 

Finally, we would like to welcome Miss Kat Sanguinetti a PGCE student from Exeter University.  She will be 
working with Miss Coney’s class for the majority of the term and will be increasing her responsibility for teaching 
the class as the term progresses. 

 

Thank you for your continued support.  

 

Yours faithfully, 

The Team One Teachers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English   The children will continue to have the opportunity to engage with a range of fiction and 
non-fiction texts to develop their skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening. During 
the term we will be looking at writing for different purposes and learning some of the 
postcards from the book ‘At The Beach, Postcards from Crabby Spit’. In addition, the 
children’s writing will have some Australian influence when we learn the story ‘Possum 
Magic’. We will also be investigating the features of non-fiction texts and writing some of 
our own animal fact sheets. 

How you can help 

 
 
 
 
Mathematics 
 
 
 

 

 

How you can help 

 

You can help your child by reading to them regularly and talking about the stories that you 
are reading. Ask your child a range of questions, such as what might happen next or how 
they think the characters are feeling.  Encourage your child to look at non-fiction texts with 
you as well as stories and notice how the pages are set out.  

 

Year 1 will be continuing to follow plans from our Rising Stars Scheme and Year 2 will be 
consolidating what they have learnt this year as well as developing their reasoning skills. 
Both year groups will develop an understanding of number using addition, subtraction, 
multiplication and division to solve problems. Both year groups will also be working on 
time, money, shape and measures. 

 

Lots of mental mathematics will really help your child – e.g. what is 1, 3, 10 more or less 
than a random number? Number bonds to 10, 20 and 100. What is double or half a 
number? Counting in 2s, 5s and 10s.  Continuing to play maths games and practise the 
calculations at home. 

 

Science In science we will be learning the difference between, and the names of, wild and garden 
plants which will be enhanced by a walk in the area to identify local plants. We will then 
focus on working scientifically which will include conducting simple tests and making 
observations and predictions. 
 

How you can help Help your child name plants in your garden or gardens around you. Have fun carrying out 
your own simple science experiments at home, like growing a broad bean in a plastic cup or 
planting a sun flower seed. 
 

Topic (Geography) 

 

 

How you can help 

 

 

Computing 

Our topic this term is ‘Home and Away’ where we will develop our Geography skills by 
comparing the UK and Australia.  We will compare Crediton with Byron Bay in Australia, 
and then focus on the people, places, animals and climate in Australia.  
 
Help your child find out about the type of animals, landmarks and the type of climate they 
would expect to find in Australia and how this compares to the UK. 
 
We will use a painting program to create a representation of a famous Australian artist 
(Bronwyn Bancroft) using simple patterns, adding clipart and pictures. 
 

How you can help If you have a computer at home, you could use an art programme to recreate some of your 
own favourite art work. 

 

Music For the first half of this term, we will be learning to play the ukulele. To round off the 
year we will explore timbre (the quality of sound), tempo (speed) and dynamics 
(loud/quiet) through songs and instrumental work. 
 

How you can help Listen to, enjoy and talk about different songs and music. 

 

PE 

 
This term in PE the children will be working on developing their spatial awareness in 
playing games, and improving their throwing catching and striking of a ball.  Year 1 will 



have the opportunity to attend swimming lessons at the local pool (letters have been sent 
home). We will also prepare the children to take part in Sports Day events.  More details to 
follow. 
 

How you can help By ensuring that your child wears appropriate footwear to school. You can also help by 
enjoying physical activities with your child such as walking and cycling.  

 

RE We will be exploring important symbols used in Christianity and Judaism as well as symbols 
that are important to the children. We will also look at the use of bread as a symbol in 
different religions. 
 

How you can help Discuss symbols that are important to you and your family. Spot symbols on religious 
buildings. 
 

Art This term our Art work will be based on the aboriginal artwork by Bronwyn Bancroft.  We 
will be having an aboriginal art day, creating pieces that represent something about 
Australia. 

 How you can help Look at the work of Bronwyn Bancroft together and have a go at making your own 
aboriginal patterns and pictures using dots and similar colours. 

 

PSHE PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) We will be thinking about and talking about 
‘Relationships’.  The children will be identifying the people who are important to them and 
exploring the feeling of loneliness.  We will also be covering SRE as detailed in a recent 
letter.  Later on in the term we will be talking about ‘Changes’.  The children will be 
identifying how they may or may not change as they grow as well as considering changes 
they can make in their learning and behaviour. 
 

How you can help Encourage your child to talk about their feelings in different situations and to recognise 
what their body is doing when they feel that way.  E.g I can see that you are happy because 
you are smiling and skipping!  Talk to your child about upcoming changes, such as moving 
into a new class / year group.  Reassure your child that it is okay to feel cross or excited or 
worried about it and help them to express their feelings in an appropriate way. 

 


